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Austin Tollways

Last updated March 16, 2002 

Most of the new roadway construction activity in the 2002-2010 time period in the Austin
area will be new tollways. Four new freeway facililities are being designated as tollways,
and final environmental clearance for all projects had been received by May 2001. A local
developer is proposing to build a fifth facility, the southern segment of state highway 45.
That project was endorsed by TxDOT in December 2001 and endorsed by CAMPO (the
local metropolitan planning commission) on February 11, 2002. 

It's a shame that regular TxDOT funding is not available for these much-needed freeways,
but tollways are a harsh reality with today's inadequate transportation funding. A final
decision has not been made about the tollway designation of these facilities, but it is
practically a sure thing that they will be be tollways and not freeways. All of these projects
(except 45 southeast) will be built on a 400 foot (122m) right-of-way, providing plenty of
space for the future addition of feeder roads and main lane expansions. As of February
2002, a 300-foot-wide corridor is being discussed for the 45 southeast corridor. 

The only major impediment to the commencement of construction on 45 and Loop 1 is
right-of-way acquisition. Right of way acquistion has been very costly and is putting the
squeeze on local and county governments who are responsible for acquiring it. On July 18,
2001, the Austin-American Statesman reported that the cost of right-of-way for the central
Texas Tollways has reached a staggering $389 million. Local governments are expected to
pay for this, and as of August 2001, only Williamson County (north of Austin) appears to
have their money in place.    
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